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Rebirth of Britain and the West
Old Gran Britain sat on a wall,
Old Gran Britain had a great fall,
All the Helm’s helpers and all the men,
Couldn’t put Old Gran Britain together again.
Then out of the water came Walter and Winnie,
Born of parliament, paddles in hand,
They gave Old Gran purpose,
And she rose from the land.
Let’s get going, she cried loudly to all,
Or the world, like me, will have a great fall,
No Helm alone can save our planet, but together we can,
Paddling our boats, saving child, woman, man.
Together, together, our children in mind,
We’ll save our blue planet, parliament on side,
Whilst the King looks on, with nothing to do,
Silently smiling, as he sups golden dew.
Then over the water came battered old Boris,
Born American, now also British,
Grasping the helm and paddle in hand,
We must give the West purpose, and then every land.
To Europe, America and all around the globe,
We must take the purpose of Gran Britain Old,
Whilst the King looks on, with nothing to do,
Silently smiling, as he sups golden dew.
Then out cried the King I’m getting bored,
I must surely, surely do something to help,
I have to do something to save my health,
Let me please, please, bring in the Commonwealth.
Yes of course said Theresa, and Jeremy too,
We will, as a people, all drink golden dew,
Parliament triumphant with paddle in hand,
As we toast Gran Britain, our beloved old land.

David W Train 18th December 2018

The painting on front cover is by Jane Purvor a member of Garage Arts Evesham and former
pupil of Fladbury School. Other information, including “A Vision from Fladbury”, and
“Bringing Tees Valley Together” can be seen on:

www.mainacademyglobal.org

A Vision From Evesham
“The soul of a country is its shared past and its shared vision of the
future. Its spirit is its driving force to reach its vision. England had
forgotten its great shared past; and its people, with no shared purpose
and aims, were dividing their community like they had never done
before. They had lost their soul and their spirit was dying.”
Walter’s Challenge 1992
I wrote the above in 1992 at the start of our work in Fladbury on a set of soft power “tools” to
bring all the world together to tackle the problem of climate change. Now, twenty six years later,
Brexit divides the generations and people of England and divides the countries of the United
Kingdom. In the meantime the “tools” have been continually improved and are now ready to be
used to help England, village by village, town by town, city by city, to rediscover its past and use
it to create a shared vision of the future, using art, sport, culture and all our histories.
The picture on the front of this booklet shows the “Vision from Evesham” and on the back cover
the “Spirit of Fladbury” whose monks helped to build Evesham Abbey in 702 AD, after the
swineherd Eof had a vision of the Virgin Mary. Ever since then Evesham has played a key role
in the great battles and struggles which created the now fading soul of England. The Abbey grew
in importance within England and Europe, despite being devastated by the Danes and others,
being rebuilt to become one of the finest Abbeys in England, only to be torn down and rebuilt in
the Norman style by monks from Bayeux after the Norman Conquest.
On the 4th August 1265 Simon de Montfort, born in Paris, the father of representative
government, took communion in the Abbey together with the captured King Henry, before he
was killed in the Battle of Evesham as England fought over who should be in control, King or
Parliament. Although he died, parliamentary democracy survived.
In 1532 our entire country was in turmoil when the pope refused to agree to Henry V111
divorcing Catherine of Aragon and freed himself from the control of Rome by appointing
himself head of the Church of England. In his rage and to remove the influence of Europe he
tore down the monasteries, stole their wealth. Evesham Abbey, apart from the bell tower, was
reduced to rubble. No act of Parliament allowed the legal closure of the monasteries so he simply
appointed abbots who agreed to hand over the monasteries to him.
In the Civil Wars, Evesham, because of its bridge over the Avon, became strategically important.
King Charles1 stayed in Evesham in 1644 and the town was garrisoned for the King early in the
war, although not welcomed by the people of the town, especially after he destroyed their bridge
when he left for Oxford in 1644. In 1651 Oliver Cromwell mustered his troops in Evesham
before the decisive Battle of Worcester.
The historic leaders of the battles for who controls England are shown in “A Vision for
Evesham” but who rules us and our relationships with Europe continue to this day, causing
turmoil and confusion as we once more fight for our soul. As always in any system those at the
top have a huge influence on us all, whether it is in a club, a school, a factory or a country and
the leaders of our latest battle are all shown in the picture.
Prince Charles and Prince Harry, keeping out of the battle, quietly get on with inspiring the
children of our future planting trees and playing their part in helping us to create a new vision for

the future. Their role as you will see in the poem is to bring the Commonwealth on board for
Prince Charles will become its leader and Harry and Meghan are Prince Charles’s
Commonwealth envoys.
Theresa May, who has already said that she will retire from the scene is shown at the helm of the
“Spirit of Evesham and the Climate Revolution” on its way to give the ideas to Paris and Los
Angeles, to inspire all the world to use these tools from the Vale of Evesham to sow the seeds of
the Climate revolution across our Blue Planet.
It would be great if she did so now, but when she retires as prime minister she will need use her
great persistence on some other great cause serving society and, because of Brexit, she has
become a world figure, recognised by all and especially well known in Europe. She can use her
great talent of persistence to save humanity and civilisation. All she has to do is to visit
Evesham, like Simon de Montfort, King Charles1 and Oliver Cromwell to become part of a
story of hope for the world, that she can spread across Europe and the globe.
Boris, who has lived his life wanting to emulate Churchill by being part some great historic act
has a great opportunity to do so, as you will see in the letter that follows. His great talent is his
ability to bring humour into any situation and because of that he gets away with things that no
other leader can. Whatever he does, “It’s Boris!!” Boris, in his book the Churchill Factor, tells
the story of Churchill being candid about choosing a party to be part of. “Choosing a political
party is like choosing a horse:you just go for the nag that will take you the farthest and fastest.”
Boris’s nag which led him to victory in the referendum was the older generation, six hundred
thousand who have died since, whilst there are two million young nags who now have the vote.
All Boris has to do is to visit Evesham and become part of the heroic story that is being created
by those ever increasing numbers of young nags.
Jeremy is shown on the bank observing the scene. His thoughts are well know but he leads a
party of hundreds of thousands of young “nags" who are remainers , and he does not know what
to say to the older generation. The answer is easy. It is to ask them to think of the future of their
children, their grandchildren, and their great-grandchildren. To ask them, in the light of our latest
knowledge on global heating, to do as their parents did and sacrifice a little of “their today” for
their children’s, grandchildren’s and great grandchildren’s tomorrow! It is a message that I
believe will be welcomed and heeded by all in the North and what better place than Tees Valley,
where Margaret Thatcher “walked in the wilderness”, to turn the tide towards equality.
All Jeremy has to do is to first visit Evesham to name and launch the “Spirit of Tees Valley and
the Climate Revolution” before doing the same on the Tees. His many more thousands of young
“nags”, together with the older generations in support, will provide a formidable force which will
help to keep parliamentary democracy alive for many more centuries.
From Evesham, the seat of parliamentary democracy, we can send the message to all in Britain
about how they can use their stories to help to create a new shared vision for our future
generations. The tools are ready to finish the job. All we need is to inspire Boris, Jeremy and
Theresa to use their talents in the service of all and we in Britain can be the catalyst for the
rebirth of the West.
And all of you reading this booklet can take part. Just write to your member of parliament, ask
then to pause for thought, read this booklet, think of their children, grandchildren and great
grandchildren and decide which nag to bet. The rest will follow and we will all win gold.
David Train. Fladbury 18th December 2018.

Rt Hon Boris Johnson MP,
House of Commons,
London SW1A OAA
17th December 2018
Dear Boris,
Bringing Britain Together Again with A Paddle for Life
“The British nation is unique in this respect. They are the only people who like to
be told how bad things are, who like to be told the worst.”
Winston Churchill 1941
At the time of the referendum debate I challenged you to a debate at the Oxford Union, a debate on
the village green at Fladbury, and a debate at Evesham, where Simon de Montfort, the father of
representative government died defending the parliamentary cause, some 800 years ago.
I did so because although we knew at the time that the greatest threat to humanity and civilisation
was climate change, not one leader in the debate even mentioned it when our generation was taking
away the rights of freedom of movement throughout the EU of our children, grandchildren and
great grandchildren and imprisoning them on an ever shrinking island.
I was furious at the time that you did not take up the challenge as you, the key leader of the Leave
Campaign concentrated on the short term fears of the older generations to achieve your victory.
Now I feel different, for the current parliamentary impasse has given me a second chance to raise
the issue with you, Theresa May and Jeremy Corbyn. It is a good time to do so for, in the last two
years, it has become ever more apparent to many more people that the greatest threat ever to our
country and civilisation is climate change, caused by human made global heating.
Our small island and our future generations now face a potential disaster of epic proportions, far
greater than the threat we faced in 1939. Unless we can now play our part in inspiring all in the
world to take part quickly in tackling the climate change problem, we face the problem of London
and other coastal towns and cities sinking under the waves, and a people unable to move within the
great land mass of Europe because we have taken away their rights of free movement.
It is the first duty of all governments to the protect their people and yet no leader in our beloved
land had the wit to think of the implications of removing those rights of free movement for our
future generations. No leader in our land took a bus to the coastal towns to explain to the people the
long term effects for their children, grandchildren, or great grandchildren. We had no Churchill,
with a sense of history, a global vision and an interest in science to warn the people of the North the
risks that they were taking with their children’s, grandchildren’s and great grandchildren’s lives in
places like Tees Valley, where I was born.
Because of your lack of courage to face me in the Oxford Union, your home territory, or on my
home territory of the Vale of Evesham, the issue was never raised. But we now have another
chance and to that end I invite you once again to the Vale of Evesham to name and launch the bell
boat, the “Spirit of Paris and the Climate Revolution” on the water’s of Shakespeare’s Avon. I have
also invited Theresa May and Jeremy Corbyn to take part, as you will see in the enclosed letters.
I hope that as a result of your visit you would then contact our greatest scientists and learn about the

slow tsunami we now face as the oceans rise, a greater threat than all the tanks and enemy aircraft
we faced in WW2. I hope that you will rise to the occasion, by recognising your mistake, become a
statesman in the image of your hero Churchill and start to tell the people, through parliament, as he
would have done, the dangers now facing our future generations.
I hope that you will then set about inspiring parliament to come up with a deal with the European
Union that ensures free movement for all our people now and for our children, grandchildren, and
great grandchildren in the future. An insurance policy or backstop which will prevent millions of
our future generations from disaster and even early death.
I hope that you will see first hand the soft power tools that we have now developed here in the Vale
of Evesham, to inspire the whole world to take part in preventing the calamity now facing
civilisation and take part in getting them into the hands of other world leaders. I hope that you will
at last learn from your hero Churchill and recognise when it is time for you to switch horses.
I hope that you will at last realise that the only hope that you will ever have of leading our great
nation is by both bringing the older generations on board by making them aware of the danger of
trapping their future generations on an ever shrinking island, and by being a leader who saved the
day for the younger generations, against all the odds and by the narrowest of margins, by having the
wit and the courage to change course at a critical stage in our history by using your charisma to tell
the British people the worst - and then giving them a vision of hope for the future.
Finally, could I thank you for the part you played in the development of our latest soft power tools,
“A Vision from Fladbury” and “A Vision from Evesham”. You will remember that President
Macron offered Theresa May the loan of the Bayeux Tapestry, which is about building boats, to
conquer the English, saying that we should work on a new tapestry using art, sport and culture, to
strengthen our relationship in the future. You then suggested that we should build a bridge between
England and France. It gave me the idea that on the theme of bridges and boats we could create a
tapestry to bring Britain and the world together through art as we set out to create a carbon free
future.
A Fladbury artist led the way and then an Evesham artist took up the theme. Evesham is one of the
most important places in the constant battle for parliamentary democracy. Here Simon-de Montfort
died in battle. Here Oliver Cromwell mustered his troops before the decisive Battle of Worcester in
the English Civil War. And now in the picture we see the main contestants in the latest battle for
parliament, you, Theresa and Jeremy. Soon there will be “Visions”from every village, town and
city in our beloved land, throughout Europe, the West and the world.
I hope that in the true spirit of the Olympics, you will “Take Part” with the utmost speed by
accepting the invitation to name, launch and then take part in a short voyage helming the “Spirit
of Paris and the Climate Revolution” at Evesham. In doing so steering us out of the creek of
climate change, bringing Britain together, giving Europe, the West and the world a new vision,
and helping us all to pause for thought, as we decide what to do about the role our children,
grandchildren and great grandchildren will play in their future world. If we, the elders, use our
wisdom to get it right, the whole world can look forward to a new golden age.
My very best wishes,
Good paddling,
David W. Train.

President Fladbury Paddle Club. Former Olympic coach.

Rt Hon Theresa May MP,
The Prime Minister’s Office,
10 Downing Street,
London SW1A 2AA
16th December 2018
Dear Prime Minister,
Bringing Britain Together Again with A Paddle for Life
“Collapse of civilisation is on the horizon.”
Sir David Attenborough. 3rd December Poland
I believe that here in the Vale of Evesham in Worcestershire, where Simon de Montfort, the father
of representative government died in the Battle of Evesham just over 800 years ago, defending the
parliamentary cause, we have a positive solution to the crisis now facing the Mother of Parliaments.
To that end I would be delighted if you would name and launch the bell boat, the “Spirit of
Evesham and the Climate Revolution” on Shakespeare’s Avon at Evesham, close to the memorial to
Simon de Montfort. I will also invite Jeremy and Boris and I hope that it will help to bring you,
parliament and all the people of Britain together again as we face another great moment in our long
and proud history.
You, Jeremy and Boris have all signed a Paddle for Life, which is one of a set of soft power ideas,
using art, sport, history and culture to bring all the world on board working together to tackle
climate change, now the greatest threat to civilisation. Another is the bell boat, a stable system,
designed so that all can take part no matter whatever their age, ability or beliefs. The flags and
names on each boat spell out the message that by using all our histories we can create a new future
for humanity out of the crisis of climate change.
At the moment, the whole of the West seems to be facing an existential crisis, not least here in
Britain where the Mother of Parliaments is once more fighting for her life. Some see the current
fight between you and parliament as a farce or disaster but I do not, for it is bringing home to a new
generation, what Britain fought for in the last war, and in that lies the hope of a rebirth of
parliamentary democracy and Western civilisation.
Civilisation is the pause for thought, and a tap root of the Renaissance. We now need that pause for
thought in our search for a solution to our current crisis. Your walks have always provided you with
a pause for thought but the vision of you aboard the “Spirit of Evesham and Climate Change”, with
Jeremy and Boris alongside and in support, for all to see, will allow all the people of Britain to
pause for thought and help to sow the seeds for the revival of the West.
It will give all my generation of elders the time to reflect that, because of WW2, we were all part of
a great heroic story about how our parents, against all odds, and with Churchill at the helm, saved
humanity and civilisation from the great threat of totalitarianism. It is a story that became part of
our shared history and has bonded us together ever since. I also hope that it will give us all the
chance to reflect that we now owe it to all those who died that we might live in freedom, to do the
same for our children, grandchildren and great grandchildren.

Our children, grandchildren and great grandchildren cannot live and feel the lives of those of us
who were children in WW2 and who, to this day, feel proud to be part of that truly heroic story but,
with our help, we can give them an opportunity to be part of a much greater story, that they will be
very proud to be part of. It will bond them, their children and children’s children together for all
their lives. They will have a story greater than ours and become a living part of British history.
As David Attenborough pointed out in Poland, the greatest threat to civilisation now is climate
change and it is much greater than the political threat of totalitarianism faced by our parents and
grandparents. The science is proven but the change our children, grandchildren and great
grandchildren need to bring about, if they are to survive, will only happen if they can reach into the
hearts of all of their generations across our planet. The way to do that is for them to be part of a new
heroic story, about how against all the odds and at a great time of crisis, they, backed by their
parents, grandparents, great-grandparents and political leaders set out on a voyage to inspire all the
people across the globe, in the true spirit of the Olympics, to “Take Part”.
The soft power tools using art, sport and culture are all now ready in the Vale of Evesham and
waiting to be used by our children and young people to bring Britain, the West and the world
together, but they need you, Jeremy and Boris on board to help them create their heroic story.
The ideas are all expressed in “A Vision from Evesham” and the poem which I enclose, but just to
remind you, the Paddle for Life idea was inspired by the story of the two red lines on the carpet of
the House of Commons, which are two sword lengths apart. It gave me the idea of turning a sword
and shield into a Paddle for Life, to show that “out of debate and conflict we move to cooperation".
It’s a symbol of our parliamentary system, the very root of Western democracy and we use that
story in our schools to tell our children about the importance of parliament and debate.
Out of our current parliamentary conflict we now have a huge opportunity to enhance that story by
showing how we can move towards cooperation, in the interests of all. If you, Jeremy and Boris can
be clearly seen to be working together on the greatest problem facing civilisation, then we in
Britain will set the West and world on a new course of hope. Our dear old parliamentary system
will, once more, by the narrowest of margins, save civilisation from disaster. It will be a wonderful
story for our future generations.
I hope that in the true spirit of the Olympics, you will “Take Part” with the utmost speed by
accepting the invitation to name, launch and then take part in a short voyage helming the “Spirit of
Evesham and the Climate Revolution”, at Evesham. in so doing steering us out of the creek of
climate change, bringing Britain together, giving Europe, the West and the world a new vision, and
helping us all to pause for thought, as we decide what to do about the role our children,
grandchildren and great grandchildren will play in their future world. If we, the elders, use our
wisdom to get it right, the whole world can look forward to a new golden age.
My very best wishes,
Good paddling,
David W. Train.
President Fladbury Paddle Club. Former Olympic coach.

Rt Hon Jeremy Corbyn MP,
House of Commons,
London SW1AOAA
16th December 2018
Dear Jeremy,
Bringing Britain Together Again with a Paddle for Life
“…Prince Charles is an ambassador for a country that does take seriously the
science of climate destruction - I do wonder if there’s anyone on the planet who
might be able to get that message through to the president of the United
States.”
Jeremy Corbyn paying tribute to Prince Charles on his 70th Birthday
I wrote to you on the 18th November after I had read your tribute to Prince Charles and your
conference speech where you said that “climate change is the greatest threat facing humanity”,
and how it was vital to get the message to President Trump. I enclosed a picture of “A Vision
from Fladbury” which showed how we could bring it about with the help of Boris!
Since then much has happened in parliament and I enclose “A Vision from Evesham” and a letter
to Theresa May inviting her to name, launch and take a short voyage on the “Spirit of Evesham
and the Climate Revolution”, with you and Boris in other bell boats, as a way out of the current
crisis with the Mother of Parliaments. I also enclose a letter that I have sent to Boris.
In that letter you will see that at the time of the referendum I challenged Boris to debates at the
Oxford Union, on the village green of Fladbury, and at the monument to Simon de Montfort
memorial at Evesham. I did so because I believe, like you, David Attenborough, Prince Charles
and the vast majority of British and world scientists that climate change brought about by human
made global heating is the greatest threat to humanity and civilisation and that it is against that
background that all our decisions should be taken. In the Brexit debate it was not mentioned at
all and I believe that for the future of our children, grandchildren and great grandchildren it
should have been the be central in as the debate.
The central issue of the debate was stopping the free movement of people from the EU, but our
people also have that freedom which, as EU citizens, all our young people have grown up with.
They have never known anything different. They now have the right to live, travel, study and fall
in love anywhere in the vastness of Europe which all the young will understand.
But no leader with wisdom has pointed out to them or their parents, their grandparents and great
grandparents that having those freedoms is also a huge insurance policy for anyone living on an
ever shrinking island as, due to global heating, the seas rise and flood our coastal cities, including
London. No leader has arisen yet who is screaming out to the people of our beloved islands that
within the lifetime of those now being born, unless we rapidly change our ways, they will be
trapped on an island with no means of escape once we take away from them the right to move
freely throughout Europe.
It is true that those with riches will be able to buy their land on the high grounds across the
world, but for the mass of our future generations without great riches their will be no escape.
Whilst Rees Mogg and his family will be able to escape to bolt holes in the high grounds of

Europe, as US hedge fund managers are already doing in New Zealand, our children, our
grandchildren and great grandchildren will be simply allowed to perish.
It’s the logic of the extreme free market thinkers and it needs a determined effort by one nation
parliamentarians of all parties to work together to ensure that this issue forms the central part of
the debate about what we will do. We need same Churchill like figure, viewing events on a
global scale to be standing up in parliament and warning all of this new danger to our future
generations.
There is talk now of second referendum. Like Clement Attlee and Margaret Thatcher, who both
believed that referendums are “a device of dictators and demagogues”, I am not a fan of
referendums and would much prefer parliament to debate the issue, but if we do have a second
referendum I hope that you will take part in raising the issue, especially in Tees Valley, which
like London faces a dire future unless we can inspire the world to solve the problem of global
heating.
To get that message to Tees Valley I hope that you will name and launch the “Spirit of Tees
Valley and the Climate Revolution” first at Evesham and then on the Tees close to the spot where
Margaret Thatcher “walked in the wilderness” of the industrial wastelands brought about by the
extreme neo-liberal ideas which she took on board. It would signal the return of the civilised one
nation society that we need to create if ever we are to bring the people of Britain together again.
It is only fair that some national leader stand up and point out to those of my generation what
they are leaving their children, grandchildren and great grandchildren to cope with.
Some will say that these views are part of operation fear, but I am a former Olympic coach and
whilst I am crying out about the dangers of pulling up the drawbridge on Europe, I am also
suggesting a very positive vision for the future, expressed through the soft power tools of art,
sport culture and history, which can give all our future generations a part to play in the creation
of an historic and heroic world story that they will be proud of creating. And when they succeed
they will stop the rise of the seas. What a story they will have!
I hope that in the true spirit of the Olympics, you will “Take Part” with the utmost speed by
accepting the invitation to name, launch and then take part in a short voyage helming the “Spirit
of Tees Valley and the Climate Revolution” at Evesham. In doing so steering us out of the creek
of climate change, bringing Britain together, giving Europe, the West and the world a new
vision, and helping us all to pause for thought, as we decide what to do about the role our
children, grandchildren and great grandchildren will play in their future world. If we, the elders,
use our wisdom to get it right, the whole world can look forward to a new golden age.
My very best wishes,
Good paddling,
David W. Train.
President Fladbury Paddle Club. Former Olympic coach.

Rebirth of Britain and the West
Old Gran Britain sat on a wall,
Old Gran Britain had a great fall,
All the King’s family and all the King’s men,
Couldn’t put Old Gran Britain together again.
Then out of the water came Walter and Winnie,
Born of parliament, paddles in hand,
They gave Old Gran purpose,
And she rose from the land.
Let’s get going, she cried loudly to all,
Or the world, like me, will have a great fall,
No King alone can save our planet, but together we can,
Paddling our boats, saving child, woman, man.
Together, together, our children in mind,
We’ll save our blue planet, parliament on side,
Whilst the King looks on, with now nothing to do,
Silently smiling, as he sups golden dew.
Then over the water came Meghan and Boris,
Born American, now also British,
Grasping the helm and paddles in hand,
We must give the West purpose, and then every land.
To America, Europe and all around the globe,
We must take the purpose of Gran Britain Old,
Whilst the King looks on, with nothing to do,
Silently smiling, as he sups golden dew.
Then out cried the King I’m getting bored,
I must surely, surely do something to help,
I have to do something to save my health,
Let me please, please, bring in the Commonwealth.
Yes of course said Theresa, and Jeremy too,
We will, as a people, all drink golden dew,
Parliament triumphant with paddle in hand,
As we toast Gran Britain, our beloved old land.

David W Train 14th October 2018
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