Dear Prime Minister, Jeremy, Meghan, Boris,

Bringing Britain Together Again
by
Steering Us Out of the Creek of Climate Change

with

A Paddle for Life
David W. Train
Former Olympic Canoe Coach

Rebirth of Britain and the West
Old Gran Britain sat on a wall,
Old Gran Britain had a great fall,
All the King’s family and all the King’s men,
Couldn’t put Old Gran Britain together again.
Then out of the water came Walter and Winnie,
Born of parliament, paddles in hand,
They gave Old Gran purpose,
And she rose from the land.
Let’s get going, she cried loudly to all,
Or the world, like me, will have a great fall,
No King alone can save our planet, but together we can,
Paddling our boats, saving child, woman, man.
Together, together, our children in mind,
We’ll save our blue planet, parliament on side,
Whilst the King looks on, with now nothing to do,
Silently smiling, as he sups golden dew.
Then over the water came Meghan and Boris,
Born American, now also British,
Grasping the helm and paddles in hand,
We must give the West purpose, and then every land.
To America, Europe and all around the globe,
We must take the purpose of Gran Britain Old,
Whilst the King looks on, with nothing to do,
Silently smiling, as he sups golden dew.
Then out cried the King I’m getting bored,
I must surely, surely do something to help,
I have to do something to save my health,
Let me please, please, bring in the Commonwealth.
Yes of course said Theresa, and Jeremy too,
We will, as a people, all drink golden dew,
Parliament triumphant with paddle in hand,
As we toast Gran Britain, our beloved old land.

David W Train 14th October 2018

Rt Hon Theresa May MP,
The Prime Minister’s Office,
10 Downing Street,
London SW1A 2AA
17th November 2018
Dear Prime Minister,
President Trump signing A Paddle for Life
“…Prince Charles is an ambassador for a country that does take seriously the
science of climate destruction - I do wonder if there’s anyone on the planet who
might be able to get that message through to the president of the United States it could well be Prince Charles to do that.”
Jeremy Corbyn paying tribute to Prince Charles on his 70th Birthday
I was delighted that Jeremy Corbyn raised the issue of getting the message about climate change to
president Trump in his tribute to Prince Charles and that you spoke about the future well being of
the family for, if the future well being of all our families is to be achieved, we must quickly find
some way of inspiring President Trump on board with the rest of the world.
It may seem an Olympian task but I believe that if you and Jeremy work together now, we in Britain
do it and at the same time set about bringing our beloved country together again. But I do not think
that we need to ask Prince Charles to get the science message to President Trump.
All we need to do is to find a way inspire President Trump sign the Paddle for Life for Los Angeles
2028 Olympics, as a symbolic act of saying that we will all take part and work together to tackle the
problem. You, Jeremy and many other leaders signed the Paris Paddle for Life and Jeremy Hunt
recently signed both the Paris and LA Paddle for Life. You may not have been told but the idea of
signing of the paddle came out of the tradition of signing a cricket bat!
I enclose a small booklet, “Bringing Britain Together Again” in which you will see letters to
Meghan Markle, Boris Johnson, Prince Harry, LA Mayor Garcetti and President Trump. In my
letters to Meghan Markle I ask if she will send the ideas to Mayor Garcetti, together with the picture
showing him in the boat with President Trump. In my letters to Boris I suggest that he is best
placed of all to inspire President Trump to take part.
My reasons are that Boris is liked by President Trump and, briefed on the ideas, I believe Boris
would be able to inspire President Trump to take part, as you will see in my letters to him. Boris
would be a great ambassador for Britain on this issue.
It would greatly help if you and Jeremy Corbyn would speak to Prince Charles and ask him to
inspire Meghan to write to Mayor Garcetti. It would also greatly help if you would inspire Boris to
use his friendship with President Trump, in the interests of all in Britain, Europe, the West and the
world, to inspire President Trump to take part. As a result of my letter to Boris, I had a phone call
from his office saying that he would be going against protocol in approaching President Trump, but
if he became your special ambassador for this task I am sure that, in the interests of all in Britain,
the West and the world, Boris would be delighted to take part in such an historic role.

A photograph of President Trump signing the LA Paddle for Life would be an inspirational world
story and help us to inspire President Xi and all the other G20 leaders to follow in his wake. Around
that we can create the inspirational world story that we need if we are ever to bring all the world on
board and keep them paddling for the many decades it will take to solve the problem.
If you and Jeremy, working together, can inspire Prince Charles and Boris to take part you will give
Prince Charles the greatest 70th birthday present he could ever ask for. As he retires from speaking
on the issue of climate change you will ensure that his campaign continues with new vigour. It will
also be the greatest gift that you could give to all our children, grandchildren and great
grandchildren.
On this issue, the most important one facing civilisation, you have the opportunity to help to unite
our beloved country, unite the West and unite the world. I am sure that you and Jeremy will have the
support of every member of parliament and many many millions of people throughout our land.
Together as a crew, we in Britain can change the course of history, for the benefit of all.
I hope that you will “Take Part” in the true spirit of the Olympics, with the persistence of our
greatest Olympians, or indeed Geoffrey Boycott, your hero from cricket. We will all win gold.
My very best wishes,
David W. Train
President Fladbury Paddle Club. Former Olympic coach.
cc. HRH The Prince of Wales.
Rt Hon Boris Johnson MP
Nigel Huddleston MP
Alex Cunningham MP
Anna Turley MP
Jenny Chapman MP
Andy MacDonald
Paul Williams MP
Mike Hill MP.
Simon Clarke MP
Ben Houchen Mayor Tees Valley

Rt Hon Jeremy Corbyn MP,
House of Commons,
London SW1AOAA
18th November 2018
Dear Jeremy,
President Trump signing A Paddle for Life
As you will see in the enclosed letter to Theresa May I was delighted to read the report of your
tribute to Prince Charles. I hope it will change the course of history and bring Britain together
again.
A few months ago you signed the Paris Paddle for Life which had been signed by all the Tees Valley
MP’s, Mayor Ben Houchen, Theresa May and many other leaders. Since then Jeremy Hunt has
signed the Paris Paddle and another one for Los Angeles.
As you so rightly pointed out in your conference speech earlier in the year, climate change is the
greatest threat facing humanity and as you pointed out in your tribute to Prince Charles it is vital
that we get the President Trump on board.
I believe that it can be done and we can all take part in bringing it about. I hope that you will give
your full support to Theresa May by joining her in inspiring Boris and Prince Charles to take part.
It is all expressed in the picture and the poem which I enclose, but just to remind you, the Paddle for
Life idea was inspired by the story of the two red lines on the carpet of the House of Commons,
which are two sword lengths apart. It gave me the idea of turning a sword and shield into a Paddle
for Life, as an expression of “out of conflict moving to cooperation". It’s a symbol of our
parliamentary system, the very root of Western democracy, which is currently in crisis.
However, I believe our parliamentary crisis is a huge opportunity for, if you and Theresa May can
work together by simply inspiring Prince Charles and Boris to take part, then we in Britain will set
the Wets and world on a new course of hope. Our dear old parliamentary system will, once more,
by the narrowest of margins, save civilisation from disaster.
I hope that in the true spirit of the Olympics, you will “Take Part” with the utmost speed.
My very best wishes,
David W. Train
President Fladbury Paddle Club. Former Olympic coach.

HRH, Meghan Markle, Duchess of Sussex,
Clarence House,
LondonSW1A 1BA
6th November 2018
Dear Meghan,
“A picture says a thousand words.”
I wrote to you on the 31st October, asking you to send the “Fladbury Vision” to Mayor Garcetti and
asking him to sign the Los Angles Paddle for Life. I also asked you to write to President Trump to
ask him to sign the paddle.
I have since recalled that, like you, Boris Johnson is also a British-American, having been born in
New York. He is also a friend of President Trump which puts him in a wonderful position to inspire
President Trump to take part, as you will see in the letter that I have written to Boris. I have now
altered the picture to include Boris.
Britain needs an inspiring story of hope to bring us together again by steering us out of the creek of
climate change. It will greatly add to that story and keep us looking outwards towards the wider
world with you and Boris, British -Americans, in the true Olympic spirit, “Taking Part”.
I hope that with the speed of our fastest Olympians you will write to Mayor Garcetti.
The rest will follow and by the Los Angles 2028 Olympics, our children, grandchildren and great
grandchildren will be set for a more secure future. All the world will win gold.
My very best wishes,
Good paddling,

David W. Train.
President Fladbury Paddle Club. Former Olympic coach. Los Angeles to Atlanta

Rt Hon Boris Johnson MP,
House of Commons,
London SW1A OAA
5th November 2018
Dear Boris,

Climate Change - Bringing Britain Together
“Give us the tools and we will finish the job!”
Churchill to Roosevelt 1941
In 2008, shortly before the Beijing Olympics, you signed a Paddle for Life for me. It had already
been signed by Gordon Brown, many political leaders, the Chinese ambassador and Lord Seb Coe.
The Paddle for Life is one of a set of soft power “tools” designed to inspire all on board, to tackle
the climate change problem, with the leaders of nations leading the way by signing their nation’s
Paddle for Life.
As you will see from the booklet “The Climate Revolution-Tees Valley Working Together” much
has happened since and we have recently managed to inspire both Theresa May and Jeremy Corbyn
to sign the Paris 2024 Paddle for Life, symbolising all in Britain working together with the common
purpose of bringing all the world on board to tackle the greatest problem currently facing humanity.
But that problem can never be solved without President Trump being on board. It may seem like an
Olympian or Churchillian task but I believe that we in Britain, working together, with the help of
you and Meghan Markle, both of you British -Americans, can do it, by giving America the tools to
finish the job.
I enclose a painting of “The Fladbury Vision”. It shows Meghan Markle, at the helm of the “Spirit
of Fladbury and the Climate Revolution”, being pointed in the direction of Los Angeles, where she
was born, and which hosts the 2028 Olympics. In the “Spirit of Los Angeles and the Climate
Revolution” you will see Mayor Garcetti and President Trump, together in the same boat!
I have written to Meghan Markle asking her to write to Mayor Garcetti, with a copy of the painting,
inviting him to receive a gift of the LA Paddle for Life and all these British designed soft power
tools, so that they can be used by him to help him to achieve his vision of bringing all on board to
tackle the climate change problem, by the LA 2028 Olympics.
You are shown in the “Spirit of Fladbury and The Climate Revolution” at “stroke” and to you falls
what many will see as a Churchillian task. In 1941, having set out to defeat the then greatest threat
to civilisation, Churchill knew that it could not be won without America taking part with all their
might. That did not happen until the catastrophe of Pearl Harbor on 7th December 1941.
We now face a greater threat than in 1941, made greater by the fact that, unlike Hitler, we have no
human face to focus on. Climate Change is like some hidden cancer, gradually growing but not
sufficiently painful yet to take action. We can wait for some disaster involving some huge loss of

life to happen to our friends in America, before President Trump grasps the helm, but I believe that
there is a way to achieve it without any loss of life.
All it needs is for you to sign the LA Paddle for Life and then write to President Trump inviting him
to do so, before it is sent to Mayor Garcetti, for, if you write it will reach the President’s desk far
quicker than if I do, and we have no time to waste.
I have very good reason to believe that President Trump will be delighted to sign. As a result of the
Chinese ambassador signing the Beijing Paddle for Life I was invited to speak to a meeting in
China of 150 future world leaders. One of the speakers before me said that the only way we would
ever solve the climate change problem was to press for world government. What he suggested was
that the UN should be at the helm of all our nations. He received muted support.
Later I spoke on the beach of the Yellow Sea, with students on board the bell boats which were
flagged out in a different way, with the Chinese flag at the helm, and the UN flag on the centre mast,
spelling out that it was up to each nation to inspire all the others to take part. I received a rapturous
reception.
Now outside the mainstream of politics, you have a huge opportunity to change the course of
history and bringing the whole of Britain together to tackle this almighty Churchillian cause. All it
needs is for you to inspire President Trump to take part. We in Worcestershire have the tools all
ready for you to do the job and you do not have to be prime minister to achieve it.
I hope that in the true spirit of the Olympics you will take part with the utmost speed by signing the
LA Paddle for Life and then using your great enthusiasm and charm to inspire President Trump to
do the same. It will create a world story of hope. By Los Angeles 2028 the whole world will win
gold.
I will be delighted to bring it to London, or wherever it is best for you to sign.
My very best wishes,
Good paddling,

David W Train.
President Fladbury Paddle Club. Former Olympic coach LA to Atlanta.

HRH, Prince Harry, Duke of Sussex,
Clarence House,
LondonSW1A 1BA
6th November 2018
Dear Harry,
“Inspiring Meghan and Boris.”
Yesterday my second great granddaughter was born. Early next year your first child will be born.
By the time that they are my age, unless we act with great speed to tackle the climate change
problem, then they and all of their generation face a bleak future. But there is hope, for you can
ensure that we do act fast enough.
The climate change problem will only be solved quickly enough if all America is on board and
working together using a set of soft power tools that we have invented in Britain. The enclosed
picture shows how.
All it takes is for Meghan to gift the picture, and the ideas, to Mayor Garcetti of Los Angeles and
inspire him to sign the LA Paddle for Life, for Boris to gift the picture and the ideas to President
Trump and inspire him to sign the LA Paddle for Life and for you to inspire both Meghan and Boris
to do so with the greatest urgency.
The rest will follow and by the Los Angles 2028 Olympics, our children, grandchildren and great
grandchildren will be set for a more secure future. Your father will be delighted and all the world
will win gold.
My very best wishes,
Good paddling,

David W. Train.
President Fladbury Paddle Club. Former Olympic coach. Los Angeles to Atlanta

HRH Meghan Markle, Duchess of Sussex,
Clarence House,
London SW1A 1BA
21st October 2018
Dear Meghan,
Los Angeles Paddle for Life
I was delighted to hear the news that you and Harry are expecting a baby in the Spring. Many, many
congratulations! Bringing a child into the world is a joyous time but at the same time heightens the
thoughts of the future of humanity which you father-in law Prince Charles has spelt out so well in
his Ladybird book, “Climate Change”. Like many others I have heeded his calls over three decades
and my latest attempt to make the world a more secure place for all our children, grandchildren and
great grandchildren are letters to Mayor Eric Garcetti of your birthplace, Los Angeles and President
Trump. For I believe that if we can, by working together, inspire President Trump to come on board
now, the 2028 LA Olympics will be a truly global celebration for all humankind.
It may seem an Olympian task but I believe we in Britain can do it, with your help. All it needs is
for you to send the enclosed copy of the painting, “The Fladbury Vision for Los Angeles”, to Mayor
Garcetti, for a letter from you will ensure that he is made aware. The rest will surely follow and by
Los Angeles 2028 the whole world will win gold. Prince Charles and Prince Harry will be filled
with happiness.
Los Angeles is very special to me, as I am sure it is to you. The 1984 Olympics was my first as
canoe coach to the British team and one of the greatest emotional experiences of my life. My
journey to LA started in 1972 when, because of my job, I moved to the small village of Fladbury, on
Shakespeare’s Avon, near to Evesham, where Simon de Montfort, the father of parliamentary
democracy died in battle, defending his cause. I hadn’t been there for long before I had a “knock on
the door” from the young enthusiastic rector, appropriately called Mr Goode! He said he wanted to
do something to keep the young people active and out of trouble, and had the idea that if those
adults who had a passion for some sport, art or craft, each took two or three youngsters under their
wing and passed their love of what they were doing, it would make our world a better place.
He said he had seen me out on the river with my family and asked me if I would make two or three
canoes with for the youngsters, teach them to canoe and pass on my love of being on the water. I
said that whilst I would love to help I had not the time because of my job. He replied, “What about
your duty to society? All I am asking you to do is to help two or three youngsters make canoes and
pass on your love of being on the water to them!!”
I gave way, but it wasn’t just two or three youngsters. Fifteen turned up. It led to the formation of
Fladbury Paddle Club, many youngsters representing Britain over the years, to us having some-one
at every Olympics since Los Angeles, and to the invention of the bell boat, with its message of
bringing all on board to tackle the climate change problem. I became Olympic coach and my first
Olympics was Los Angeles in 1984, where I coached two of my sons.
We went out late to Los Angeles and missed the opening ceremony, but took part in the closing
ceremony, something that I will never forget. At Los Angles the athletes and teams were still centre
stage for the closing ceremony. I had never in my life walked into a stadium with 80,000 spectators
and at that time the spectators came right down to the track. As we walked in to the deafening

cheers, the crowd reached out to us and we could shake their hands as we walked past. The
reception was tremendous.
We then sat down in the middle of the Coliseum. The fireworks started and the first round was the
greatest noise that I had ever heard in my life. The second round was even bigger and so it went on.
There I was, a middle aged man in a sea of young spirit, sitting in awe. On the grass around me
were my sons and all the world’s greatest athletes. Right next to me was Carol Lewis, the American
long jumper, the sister of Carl Lewis. Carol turned to me and said, “I think that you are enjoying
this more than anyone else in the stadium.” I am sure I was and it’s an emotional moment that I
have never forgotten - but there was more and greater emotion to come.
We left the stadium and the route to the Olympic village took us through the smaller back streets of
Los Angeles. At every house the families had come to the doors to wave us goodbye. As I sat on the
bus my emotions took me back to the days when I was a child in Stockton-on-Tees where I
remembered another goodbye at the end of the war. It brought tears to my eyes.
For five years we had been at war. My father was away for most of it and our family had narrowly
missed being killed by bombing. The war ended and one day we heard on the BBC that the
Americans were flying over us on their way home. We went out into the small street, with families
at every door, and then we heard the drone of the mighty American bombers coming towards us.
Like the fireworks in Los Angles wave after wave of bombers flew over, louder and louder, flying
so low that the air vibrated and connecting us to those in the planes above.
I stood with my mother and our neighbours as they cheered and waved good bye to the Americans
who had risked their lives and saved us from the greatest threat to civilisation at that time. But
amidst the cheers there were tears. Tears of joy, tears of relief that it was all over, and tears of
gratitude to all those young Americans who had taken part. As I write those tears return. I will
never forget the goodbyes in the small back streets of Los Angeles and Stockton-on-Tees and the
shared past of our two great countries.
Now the whole of the world faces another even greater threat, which your father in law, Prince
Charles, has warned about for forty years. Like him I cannot bear to think of the suffering it will
bring to our children, grandchildren, and great grandchildren unless we quickly conquer the
problem. The latest UN Report gives us twelve years to bring the world on board and working
together. It is ten year to the LA Olympics and by then we have to be well on the way to bringing
all of the world on board. WE CAN, but only if all Americans are on board, and happily working
together, using all their might to tackle the problem, as they did so quickly after Pearl Harbor.
In 1941 it took a catastrophe to bring all America together. This time we have to find a better way.
We in Britain have a better way, and I believe that you can be the catalyst to bring it about. It’s why
you are shown in the painting at the helm of the “Spirit of Fladbury and the Climate Revolution”.
All it needs is for you to send copies of the painting, “The Fladbury Vision for Los Angeles”, to
Mayor Garcetti. I hope in the true spirit of the Olympics that you will “Take Part”, with the speed
of our fastest Olympians. The rest will surely follow and by Los Angeles the whole world will win
gold.
Good paddling,
David W Train.
President Fladbury Paddle Club. Former Olympic coach -Los Angeles to Atlanta

Mr Eric Garcetti,
Mayor of Los Angeles,
200,N Spring Street,
Los Angeles,
CA 900 12,
United States of America.
Dear Mayor Garcetti,
“A picture says more than a thousand words.”
I am a former British Olympic coach and for the last thee decades have been working on designing
a set of soft power tools to bring all the world on board to tackle the climate change problem.
I enclose letters to Meghan Markle and President Trump together with a print of a painting, “The
Fladbury Vision for Los Angeles 2028. In it you will see Meghan Markle being gently pointed in
the direction of Los Angeles where you and President Trump are seen “together” aboard the “Spirit
of Los Angeles and the Climate Revolution”.
It may seem an Olympian task, but I believe that, in view of the latest UN Report on Climate
Change, we have to try everything that we can to inspire President Trump to come on board. You
will see in my letter to him why.
As you will see in my letter to Meghan Markle Los Angeles is very special to me and I hope that
you will use these British soft power tools to bring all the world on board by 2028. You can view
them in the booklet,“The Climate Revolution-Tees Valley Working Together” on
mainacademyglobal.org. You may also wish to view a You Tube video…Paddle for Life..David
Train
I also enclose “The Fladbury Vision for Paris” where President Grybauskaitė of Lithuania, the first
woman head of state in the world to sign a Paddle for Life, is at the helm of the “Spirit of Fladbury
and the Climate Revolution” setting out to take all the ideas to President Macron to help him in his
vision of “Making Our Planet Great Again”.
I hope that one day I will be able to visit Los Angeles once more. This time to take part in the LAMain Regatta for Our Blue Planet with the children, teachers, parents, grandparents and great
grandparents, with you at the helm of the “Spirit of Los Angeles and the Climate Revolution.” I
hope that it will lead to every child in Los Angeles taking part and inspiring every child in the world
to do so.
In view of the great urgency I would be delighted if you would get the ball rolling by writing me a
letter saying that you would be delighted to accept the LA Paddle for Life signed by President
Trump. The rest will follow and by LA 2028 all the world will win gold.
My very best wishes,
Good paddling,
David W Train.

President Fladbury Paddle Club. Former Olympic coach. LA to Atlanta

President Donald Trump,
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW,
Washington DC.
19th October 2018
Dear Mr President,
Out of the Creek of Climate Change with a Paddle for Life

“Give us the tools and we will finish the job.”
Winston Churchill to President Roosevelt 1941
I would be delighted if you will sign a Paddle for Life for Los Angeles for Mayor Garcetti of Los
Angeles. It is one of a set of soft power tools designed to bring all the world on board to tackle the
climate change problem in the spirit of fair play that you believe in. The LA Paddle for Life has
already been signed by Lord Coe, Sir Steve Redgrave, Ivan Patziachin of Romania and two of my
sons, who all competed in the 1984 Los Angeles Olympics.
I would be even more delighted if you would then present the ideas to the leaders of China, India
and the G20 giving them all the tools to finish the job set out in the Paris Climate Change Accord,
so that the 2028 Los Angeles Olympics will be a celebration of all, in the true Olympic spirit, on
board and “taking part” to tackle the greatest problem facing humanity.
I enclose two paintings which express the Fladbury Vision for Paris 2024 and LA2028. The LA
version shows Fladbury Paddle Club with Prince Charles and Prince Harry planting trees with
children, and with Meghan Markle at the helm of ‘The Spirit of Fladbury and the Climate
Revolution”, being pointed towards you, Mayor Garcetti and Los Angeles, where she was born.
LA is very special to me. The 1984 Olympics was my first as canoe coach to the British team and
one of the greatest emotional experiences of my life. Many years later I wrote an article connecting
the coaching of Olympic athletes and coaching in industry, where I used the work of the American,
Dr William Edwards Deming, that transformed Japanese industry after WW2.
Friends of Dr Deming thought that the American people would love the story of how the little
village of Fladbury, in the heart of England had taken on the might of the Soviet sporting empire by
using the same management approach as they had used to transform Japanese industry. They
thought that it might help to get their message to all in the United States.
It seemed an Olympian task but, because of my boating knowledge, I knew how a story about the
origins of dragon boat 2,300 years ago had travelled down the centuries because of the Chinese
Dragon Boat Festival, one of the great cultural festivals of China. So I designed a boat and the
“tools" and events to reflect the American ideas.
As you will see in the paintings, one of those tools is the team “bell boat” which is all about
working together. Another is the Paddle for Life. Children make a wooden paddle from what starts
our as a sword and shield, symbolising conflict to cooperation. They then put a design on it and get
their parents and friends to sign the back as a symbol of bringing all together to solve their
problems. They then use it to paddle the bell boat and to take part as a group with their friends and

families on voyages and regattas. It’s a great way to get the message of “conflict to cooperation”
across.
I am sure that you will know the Dr Deming story, about how he was invited to Tokyo in 1950 and
spoke to 21 people who owned 80% of the capital of Japan. He told them if they stopped
blaming each other and worked together on improving the system, step by step, using the
knowledge of all, they would make the highest quality products in the world. He then gave them
the statistical tools to do the job.
Some of those present thought him a little mad but having nothing to lose, they did as he said and
within five years Japan was indeed making the highest quality cars in the world. By 1980 the
American car industry was feeling the effects until someone in America had the wit to seek out Dr
Deming. He came out of retirement and it is accepted by Ford Motor Co that his work saved the
company. In 1960, Dr Deming was decorated in the name of the Japanese Emperor with the
Second Order of the Sacred Treasure, the first American to receive such an honour. In 1987 he
received the National Medal of Technology from President Reagan. Dr Deming was a truly great
American.
I met Dr Deming in 1992 in Birmingham England. He told the story of how he had learned
from his experience in America after WW2 that it was vital to get the top person in the
company involved. It was why he insisted on meeting the top people when he was invited to
Japan.
The following year I was the keynote speaker at the Deming Conference and I met a man there who
asked me to work in his company to help him bring all on board in accepting the Deming ideas. He
was a geologist and environmentalist and convinced me, through his great knowledge, that
humanity would face great problems if it did not tackle the problem of carbon emissions. He also
told me that it was essential to bring the United States on board if we were to succeed in tackling
the problem.
He asked me to use the ideas to help inspire all in America to take part and said that “If I had
invented a means to get a message to America that I should include something about the problem of
climate change and global warming”. I decided that all we had to do was to get the children to plant
a tree to replace the wood that they had used in making the paddles and by doing so each child
would take the first step in sinking carbon. The children in Fladbury have been doing it ever since
the 1992 Barcelona Olympics.
Events moved on and a friend of Tony Blair, when he was prime minister, suggested that he should
sign a Paddle for Life. I was delighted for it gave me the idea of how I could inspire leaders to take
part in the story. Learning from Dr Deming I knew that I had to get the top leader of the world
on board and that meant the President of the United States. I almost achieved it with President
Bush through governor Pawlenty of Minnesota and almost with President Obama, through President
Grybauskaitė of Lithuania, who was the first woman head of state to sign a Paddle for Life.
I am now hoping that through this letter it will be third time lucky and you will be the first male
head of state in the world to sign, but if that fails I hope that President Macron will take that honour
and will inspire you to sign the Los Angeles Paddle for Life. I realise that in the tradition of “The
Apprentice” you love competition so I set you the challenge, which I hope you will accept, of
seeing who becomes the first male head of state in the world to sign a Paddle for Life!
Many others leaders have taken part as you will see in the small booklet that I enclose about
bringing all in Tees Valley on board. Tees Valley is where I was born and it was a powerhouse of

the Industrial Revolution. Like the Mid West it made the steel, the railways, the steam engines and
the bridges, which connected the world together. And like the Mid West it has suffered under the
extreme neo-liberal ideas brought in from America. It was here that Margaret Thatcher made her
famous “walk in the wilderness” on the ruins of our manufacturing industry, but from the rubble a
new dam was built across the Tees, and what was a polluted river is now one of the cleanest rivers
in Europe.
Now I see it as a place for the creation of a water based festival, using these American inspired
ideas, and to become an iconic place for the evolution of a new post neo-liberal way of managing
ourselves as we take part in the climate revolution and our voyage to a new clean energy age, where
all humanity will have clean water to drink and clean air to breath.
But we can only achieve that with you and all Americans working together, using your great
science, engineering, technology and political will to make it happen. I believe that these tools we
have invented in England can be used by you to “ finish the job” of bringing all the world on board.
The tools are described in the booklet “Tees Valley-Working Together” which you can view on
mainacademyglobal.org.
I hope that you will be delighted, in “The Fladbury Vision for LA” that I have shown Meghan
Markle at the helm of the the “Spirit of Fladbury and the Climate Revolution”. She is a living
symbol of the Anglo-American friendship that has served us well over many years. She is
expecting a baby in the Spring of 2019. In the lifetime of Meghan’s child humans will have to face
huge problems but I believe that if we heed the words of Dr Deming, stop blaming each other, use
the knowledge of all, and work together to improve the system, step by step they can all be solved.
Climate Change can be the first victory.
With the will, we can have all the world on board and taking part in the climate revolution by the
Los Angeles Olympics. All it needs is for you to grasp the LA Paddle for Life and use it to propel
and steer the world out of the creek of climate change.
I hope that in the true spirit of the Olympics you will take part by signing the LA Paddle for Life for
Mayor Garcetti of Los Angeles. By 2028 the whole world will win gold and we can all happily
celebrate the greatness of America.
God Bless America,
Good paddling,
David W. Train
President Fladbury Paddle Club. Former Olympic coach LA. Seoul, Barcelona, Atlanta.
cc. President Emanuel Macron. President Dalia Grybauskaitė.
HRH The Prince of Wales. HRH Meghan Markle. Duchess of Sussex
Mayor Eric Garcetti of Los Angeles
Mayor Anne Hidalgo of Paris
Mayor Ben Houchen of Tees Valley
Mayor Andy Burnham of Manchester (Twinned with LA)
Mayor Andy Street. West Midlands
Nigel Huddleston MP. Mid Worcestershire.

Fladbury Vilnius and Paris

Making Our Planet Great Again
By Inspiring All to Take Part in
The Climate Revolution

with

A Paddle for Life
David W. Train
Former Olympic Canoe Coach

